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BRACKEN RIDGE MATTERS 
Term 2 Week 10 Edition 

As we wrap up this term, Semester One Reports are being processed and will be emailed as 
well as mailed to parents/carers. This mailout will also contain a range of other important infor-
mation which I ask that you take time to read. It is important for us as a school to maintain good 
communication with our families and this mailout is one way of providing information that    
focuses on supporting students, families and the school. 
 

Linked to the issue of Semester One Reports will be our second (and final) parent/teacher 
interview event. Please note that we have shifted this event to Wednesday 20 July. I hope 
that many parents/carers take up the opportunity to meet with their students’ teachers and    
engage in conversation about how students can improve as they progress through semester two. 
 

One of the highlight events in term two is the World’s 
Greatest Shave. I would like to commend the many 
brave students and staff who participated this year. Our 
school has raised a whopping $8 300 to date (largest 
amount ever) and I would like to thank our community for 
their generosity. This truly is an amazing achievement   
only made possible by the level of support from our    
community. I would also like to congratulate our amazing 
2022 Student Leadership Team for their hard work and 
enthusiasm which made the event a tremendous success. 
 

Following on from our EXPO 2022 earlier this term we are now engaging with our local primary 
schools through high school experience days. The purpose of these days is to immerse year 
6 students in life at our high school, and show them some of the wonderful opportunities we 
have on offer. Each experience day has been well received by the primary school visiting and the 
feedback incredibly positive. Enrolment interviews for 2023 are now underway and we would 
like to encourage families to spread this message. We look forward to welcoming many new   
families to our community in 2023. 

                        …...cont’d page 3 

Welcome to our final newsletter for the term 
and the end of semester one, 2022. While we 
experienced an unusual start to the year, term 
two we were able to enjoy what could be        
considered a ‘normal’ term, and for that we are 
grateful. Our school community was able to   
engage in and enjoy a wide array of events and 
activities.  
 

During the term we were also advised that a 
new Principal has been appointed to the school, 
joining us from the start of semester two. We 
welcome Mrs Michelle Lyons who is currently 
the Principal at Mossman SHS – a school     
similar in enrolment size to ours. Mrs Lyons has 
been in Central and Nth Queensland for the last 
seven years and is looking forward to returning 
to the south east where her family is based. Mrs 
Lyons enjoyed a one day visit to the school     
earlier this month and she is certainly delighted 
and enthusiastic about her move to BRSHS. 

From the Principal 

Mrs Regina Garrick 



 

From the Principal (Continued) 

…...continued from page 2 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to recognise a range of specific 
events that have taken place since our last newsletter. All these events 
have provided such engaging opportunities for our students who have    
enthusiastically immersed themselves in the range of activities provided. 
Thanks, must be extended to all the staff who have been responsible for 
organising and providing these opportunities to our students: 

Sorry Day and National Reconciliation Week 
Japanese Language Week 
Year 10 Work Experience and Career/Work Expo 
Pre-athletics events 
Music Performance Night 

 

As well students continued to enjoy learning opportunities both in and outside the school 
environment through a number of excursions and activities. Students have recently visited QUT, 
held on-site market stalls, enjoyed theatre performances, competed in Regional Cross Country 
and prepared Hunger Banquets. And now, we are all ready for a break. 
 

As the term comes to an end I would like to thank the school community for their support while 
I have filled the role as Principal. I have enjoyed the interactions with staff, students, parents/
carers and community members during this time and appreciated the support provided me. I 
would like to thank the school leadership team for all their hard-work that goes on ‘behind the 
scenes’ and I also wish to acknowledge the work of our teaching and non-teaching staff who 
have been incredibly supportive, adaptable and resilient during the difficult times this term. 
 

I look forward to being a part of the amazing things we will continue to accomplish for the       
remainder of the year but for now, I wish our entire community a safe and happy break. 
 

Mrs Regina Garrick 
Principal 

In Week 6 we had some of our First Nations Education Facilitators from the Reconciliation      
Action Group share their beliefs and personal history through our whole school assembly. Sorry 
Day is a day of national significance – as recognised by government, businesses and our school 
community as an annual event on 26 May. 

During this assembly the whole school stood together to ‘Be Brave – Make Change’, and we are 
proud of everyone’s acceptance, acknowledgements and knowledge that together we will make 
change for the improvement of our relationships with First Nations students, families, staff and 
community. 

Mrs Sharon Davies Sorry Day 26 May 2022 



 
Victorious debators 

Join us in congratulating our Year 9 debating 
team’s recent run of wins! Our incredible team 
is Zoe, Gemma and Phoebe, as well as a massive 
shout out and thank you to Savannah, who 
stepped up to be our fill in timekeeper and     
allowed us to proceed with the debate.  

Earlier this term the team were negative for 
‘Schools should abolish all tests’. Being a short 
prep debate, the girls only had an hour to      
prepare their arguments, which were strong, 
and their rebuttals were even better, completely 
tearing down the affirmative team’s argument.  

To top this achievement, our Year 9’s had       
another win more recently!  

The team were affirmative for ‘Cities should be 
built up and not out’. The girls had some fantas-
tic arguments, but it was their strong rebuttals 
that pushed them to a win in the end. It has 

We are happy to share that Dr Yan Lee (General Practitioner) joined our 
school community earlier this term. He is joining us as part of the GP in 
Schools Pilot program, a commitment from the Qld Government to    en-
sure that students in Queensland state schools can access the health sup-
port, advice and treatment they need. Dr Yan is practising in a new pur-
pose-built GP room within the Wellbeing Hub every Tuesday.          Ap-
pointments are to be made via the Wellbeing Hub or emailing 
gp@brackenridgeshs.eq.edu.au  
Dr Yan is a medical graduate of the University of Queensland (2017) and a Fellow of the Royal 
Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP). His principal place of practice is out in 
Victoria Point. He is approachable 
and easy to talk to, and is passionate 
about helping adolescents with all  
aspects of their health and wellbeing.  

GPs in Schools pilot program 

been so wonderful to see the increase in  
confidence over the course of the debates, 
and I can’t wait to see them in action again 
in the FINALS!  

Ms Stevenson 
Debate Teacher 

mailto:gp@brackenridgeshs.eq.edu.au


World’s Greatest Shave 

Monday 13 June 

Our annual fundraising event to support the 
Leukaemia Foundation was held late in Term 
two, just as the cold weather was starting to 
set in! 

Students volunteered to either Shave their 
hair, colour their hair, or support the cause by 
donating what they could on the day. 

We were blown away by the support of our 
community, and raised over $8300! This is 
the highest amount we have ever raised for 
this event, and it’s a credit to the following 
people:- 

• Milena and the Student Council who   
hosted the event 

• Student Leadership who supported the 
council and organised both the Crazy Hair 
stall the morning of the shave as well as 
helped with the event itself, either behind 
the scenes or collecting funds from every-
one at the event 

• Our amazing students who shaved their 
hair off and raised thousands of dollars 
from family and friends donating online 

• Our amazing students who raised funds 
and coloured their hair on stage 

• Our performers on the day 

• Our hair dressing friends from The 
Chermside Cut Above who volunteered 
their time and gave everyone the best cuts! 

• Our brave teachers who were also a part of 
the fun, either shaving or colouring their 
hair 

Our total funds raised at time of printing was 
$8301.80—a magnificent effort and a great 
team that rose to the challenge! 



 

Year 9 Update 

The year 9 cohort has had a busy 
start to the year, and term 3 and 4 
will continue to be so. This term 
the Strive to Accomplish [STA] 
program had a key focus of 
“What’s Your Potential”? 

Each week students developed 
skills centred around: 

• how to set up a productive 
study area 

• creating a weekly study and 
commitment plan, and 

• strategies to use when revis-
ing for exams.  

We encourage parents to discuss the topics 
with students so they utilise these skills to 
reach their potential throughout semester 
two. The students also looked at resilience 
and mindfulness, and took part in activities 
that promote developing some strategies 
such as sport, music and journaling, to help 
them unwind from their busy lives.  

Finally, the STA program finished the term 
with a session on reflection and goal setting 
for term three. Please ask your student to 

During Week 9, our Year 7 Ignite class got up close to the       
animals at Australia Zoo. This excursion furthered their Biology 
studies this term. Students had a Tribe Talk from a Zoo Keeper 
focussing on classification of animals and conservation efforts. 
Meerkats, tigers and red pandas were some of the favourite   
animals for students who represented BRSHS fantastically on 
the day.  

Since returning, students 
have been developing a 
conservation project 
which they will present at 
a later date. 

Mrs Edwards 
Year 10 Co-ordinator 
Teacher—HPE, Maths & 
Science 

Year 7 IGNITE Australia Zoo Excursion 

share with you the SMART goal setting       
process and the goals they set for themselves 
for next term. This would be very helpful when 
reviewing report card results; and in the lead 
up to parent/teacher interviews early term 
three. We look forward to seeing everyone 
rested and motivated for the new term.  

Ms Horn  
Year Level Coordinator 
Teacher—Science, Food and Fibre 



National Reconciliation Week 

30 May to 30 June 

The National Reconciliation Week 2022 
theme, “Be Brave. Make Change.” is a         
challenge to all Australians— individuals, 
families, communities, organisations and   
government—to Be Brave and tackle the     
unfinished business of reconciliation so we 
can Make Change for the benefit of all       
Australians.  
Students were engaged in a number of activi-
ties around being in action and making a 
change with actions in their daily lives, where 
they live, work, play and socialise. 
One of the highlights of the week was the    
Indigenous Spice Markets held in the newly 
landscaped space between B & C blocks.     
Mrs Davies extended a full hearted thank you 
to all the wonderful staff, admin team,        
students, support team who expanded their 
capacity and their generous natures to engage 
with students, help with equipment and taste   
samples of food prepared! 
The students had an awesome time – what a 
way to get your assessment done!! 
Other special mentions include the tree plant-
ing in front of the Resource Centre, Indige-
nous puzzles and games during break times, 
and the opportunity to share stories with 
some of our First Nations families at the 
school.  



Careers Week 

Term 2 Week 10 

Week 10 has been a HUGE week for Year 10 
students. Some students completed work    
experience for the first time. Our students 
have shown a diverse range of career interests 
with local florists, school and tradespeople 
amongst some of the employers that took on 
our students for the week. Students who      
remained at school have had an abundance of 
information and experiences from the many 
experts who have visited us. From the Defence 
force to QLD Film and Television, various  
universities and training organisations our 
guests have been willing to share their own 
unique stories and tips to success. 

This week, combined with their excursion to 
the Brisbane Careers and Employment Expo 
earlier in the term and their ongoing work in 
their STA lessons has positioned our Year 10 
students well to make informed decisions  
during the SET Planning process beginning 
early Term 3. 
 

Mrs Edwards 
Year 10 Co-ordinator 
Teacher—HPE, Maths & Science 



 

Japanese Languages Week 

May 21, 2022 is a World Day set by the United    
Nation for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and      
Development. It promotes not only the richness of 
the world’s cultures, but also the essential role of 
intercultural dialogue for achieving peace and    
sustainable development. To support the         
movement, promote cultural awareness within our 
school community and to strengthen the             
connection with Japanese, we hosted a language 
week where students had the opportunity to engage 
in a series of cultural learning activities. 

Students had fun learning how to make, “teruteru 
bozu, ” a sunny doll made by Japanese farmers 
originally on rainy days to hope for the sun to come 
out the very next day. Students also practiced      
calligraphy in the Resource Centre. Calligraphy is 
the art to write beautifully and with balance, that 
aims to evoke harmony and wisdom. As there is  
only one chance with the ink and paper, the      
practice of calligraphy also requires resilience, as 
calligraphists spend many hours in a day practising 
their calligraphy style. Students were challenged to 
write with a brush vertically, top to bottom, left to 
right and all of them had managed to keep their 
hands ink-free at the end. It didn’t end there 
though as we also started a community project - 
“the 1000 paper crane initiative”, where students 
fold paper cranes writing messages on them       
promoting friendship, peace and health.           

Many students and staff enjoyed Japanese bento 
lunch boxes picnic style, while enjoying the warmth 
of the sun on the grass.  Students also learnt how to 
make mochi as a part of our afterschool                 
Enrichment program. ‘Mochi’ is a Japanese rice 
cake, a sweet snack that is often eaten at               
celebrations and festivals. Japanese people eat   
Mochi at the start of the year as a symbol of          
resilience for the rest of the year as mochi is tough 
to bite through. Traditionally , the making of mochi 
is also a wish for prosperity of families as they bond 
during the making. Through the making of mochi, 
our students have bonded over their passion of 
food, culture and Japanese learning.   

Last but not least, our year 9 students had the 
chance to try out traditional Japanese clothing;   
kimonos and yukata. Students learnt the cultural 
significance and the evolution of kimono and how 
the kimono stylist choose different lengths and   
colours to suit different occasions. Students 
watched complex steps of putting on a kimono   
during the demonstration. It was a valuable lesson 
and a fitting end to an amazing week of activities. 



 

Resource Centre Update 

This term the Resource Centre hosted a  number 
of activities to celebrate National Reconciliation 
Week, Japanese Languages Week, assessment 
study time and the opportunity to reflect on the 
Semester and make a personalised gratitude 
journal.  
Activities on offer for the students included: 

• Making an acknowledgement flower badge      
 for Sorry Day 

• Round table talks with Aunty Diana and Tesh 

• Feather making 

• Indigenous puzzles 

• Tree planting 

• Make a sunny doll 

• Calligraphy workshop 

• Japanese board games 

• Origami paper cranes 

• Anime club with Ms Ng 

• Thank you cards 

• Board Game and outdoor space time 
 

Our Enrichment Thursdays program also 
gave students a chance to immerse in a 
number of events including: 

• Resume writing with Ms Black 

• Japanese cookery with Ms Ng 

• Musical viewing with Ms Simons 

• Bush tucker cooking with Ms Davies 
 

Updates and changes-Sadly we farewell 
Ms Tarr as she is leaving to pursue her 
Guidance Officer career at a new school for 
Semester Two. However, we are excited to 
share that Ms Meikle will be the Resource 
Centre Coordinator in Term three.  



Students at Work Experience 

Throughout Term Two, student Paul Melki 
has been volunteering at Sandgate Meals 
on Wheels every Tuesday in order to gain 
some valuable work experience. 

Paul has enjoyed working as part of a team 
of volunteers and has developed and      
improved his kitchen skills over the past 
few months. He has learnt to work as part 
of a food production line, helping to      
prepare the 189 meals that are made at  
Sandgate Meals on Wheels every day. Paul 
has learnt to work within the Workplace 
Health and Safety guidelines of the kitchen 
and has been trained in how to use a       
commercial food slicer and  food sealer. We would like to thank the staff and volunteers at 
Sandgate Meals on Wheels for their support of Paul in the workplace. In particular, Chef      
Matthew has been very generous with his time and willingness to give Paul this invaluable    
opportunity to gain real life work skills. Paul is looking forward to continuing his work           
experience throughout Term three. 

Mrs Black 
Head of Special Education Services 

Coming soon in Term 3 



Physical Education and Sport Department 

There is much current educational and psychological research highlighting the powerful        
impact that physical activity has on intellectual, emotional and mental wellbeing; aiding young 
people in building strong and meaningful connections with each other and the adults within 
their school community. This was definitely evident during our pre-athletic events and we can 
see by the large number of student participants that athletics time is upon us.   

All students in year 7 to 9 and the PE students in years 10 to 12 have been busy preparing and     
training (in class time) for the athletics carnival in term three. Pre-events have begun and all      
students are notified of these events through daily notices. Student interest in competing has 
been outstanding. These events will continue until our carnival.   

Our half day athletics carnival will be held on Friday 15 July. Students will be required to       
pre-register for the events prior to this day.  These events will be advertised via assemblies and 
the daily notices. Our full day Athletics carnival will be held Friday 22 July 2022. This is a  
compulsory school event and all students are expected to attend in either full sports uniform or 
house colours or in the ‘Dress as your favorite sports star or team’ theme. As there are a     
number of field and track events occurring on the day, the risk assessment for the carnival is 
high. Every precaution will be taken to ensure hazards are minimised. If students haven’t      
returned carnival consent forms (sent out earlier this year), they will act as officials on the day.  
Alternatively, consent forms can still be returned.  

Even though it is winter, the UV index can still be high. Therefore, it is still essential students 
bring and wear hats, apply sunscreen throughout the day and drink plenty of fluids. Our    
tuckshop will be open and selling a variety of food and drinks on this day.    

Parents are also most welcome to attend and we look forward to your enthusiastic support. If 
you are attending, you will be required to register at the school office and complete the COVID 
check-in. We wish all students the best of luck.  

Mrs Kylie Price 
Head of Department HPE/Sport 



 

Community Notices 

Calling for families: Trial of programs for                                      

teenagers experiencing peer problems 

Families of teenagers (school year levels 7-12) are invited to 

participate in a trial of two group therapy programs de-

signed to help teenagers manage emotions and relationship 

problems, like bullying or conflict. The programs will be 

offered in small groups by a therapist (psychologist) online.  

This trial is managed by researchers who are psychologists 

and psychiatrists from QIMR Berghofer Medical Research 

Institute and UQ Please visit the website for more               

information and to express interest in participating: 

 www.qimrberghofer.edu.au/helpingteens 

http://www.qimrberghofer.edu.au/helpingteens


 

Community Notices 


