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We acknowledge and pay respect to the Turrbal People, the Traditional Custodians of the Land on which 

Bracken Ridge State High School is located today, and their connections to land, sea and community. We pay 

respect to Elders, past present and emerging, and acknowledge all First Nations People living in this area as 

part of our School Community and across Australia.  



BRACKEN RIDGE MATTERS 
Term 3 Week 1 Edition 

I am proud to have been appointed Principal of  
Bracken Ridge State High School. My career spans 22 
years in education and I have worked across the state 
in South West, North Coast, Central and Far North 
Regions. My previous school Mossman State High was 
similar in enrolment size and as an experienced    
Principal now the importance of building relation-
ships with staff, students and most importantly      
parents and the community. Together we can work 
together to ensure our students accomplish their 
dreams.  
Term 3 is a busy term as our Year 12 students        
complete their Unit 3 work and start to prepare for 
external exams in term 4. Our Year 10 students have 
already started thinking about career pathways in 
preparation for completion of Senior Education and Training Plans (SET Plans) later this term. 
Attendance at our Subject Information evening on Monday 1 August is highly recommended 
and an opportunity for students and their families to find out more about the subject offerings. 
The information session also helps you to understand the changes and differences in attaining a 
Queensland Certificate of Education.  
Some more items of note for Term 3:- 
• 2023 Year 7 expressions of interest for enrolment are continuing, get your form in now 

and   arrange to attend an information session.  
• This week we have been celebrating and acknowledging our First Nations people through 

our NAIDOC activities, culminating in our Floral Friday event with staff wearing floral 
shirts. 

• Today starts our Athletics Carnival with nominated students participating in a half day 
event with our full Athletics Carnival on Friday 22 July. 

• Thank you to Cate Brickell from the P&C who organised the community State of Origin 
event with the big screen on the green on Wednesday.  

• Parent Teacher interviews take place on Wednesday 20 July from 1:30pm and parents are 
reminded that classes end at 1pm and students go home or will be supervised on site. 

• Regina Garrick has had to take unexpected leave for term 3. We are currently advertising 
for her replacement. I thank her for the great job she did filling the temporary Principal 
role in Term 2.  

• The School Opinion Survey is open until Friday 12 August 2022. To have your say, 
check your email for an invitation from the Department of Education titled School     
Opinion Survey for parents and caregivers, 2022. Can’t find your invitation? If your  
family has more than one parent/caregiver, check that they haven’t received the invitation 
and/or check your junk email folder. 

• COVID-19 and Influenza A continue to impact us here at school with both staff and       
student absences. If you have any concerns about learning contact the relevant year       
coordinator or Head of Department. Remember to continue 
to practice good hygiene, keep your child home if sick and    
students and staff can choose to wear masks. 

I look forward to becoming an integral part of the Bracken Ridge 
community and look forward to meeting you.  
 

Enjoy your weekend. 

Mrs Michelle Lyons 

From the Principal 

Mrs Michelle Lyons 



From the Maths & Science Department 

Expressions of Interest (EOIs) for enrolment in year 7 in 2023 are due now 

Enrolment sessions continue in Term 3 2022. 

Group enrolment sessions are 

conducted every Thursday    

afternoon. At 3pm parents/

carers come to the office to   

finalise enrolment paperwork. 

At 3.30pm the Head of Depart-

ment facilitates a group         

enrolment session Please     

submit your Expression of    

Interest (EOI) and supporting 

documentation to secure a spot 

at the one of the interview    

sessions. 

 
Please check the enrolments page of the BRSHS website for more information:  

https://brackenridgeshs.eq.edu.au/enrolments 
 

Enrolment packs are also available from the Bracken Ridge SHS office.  

EOIs can also be submitted online 2023@brackenridgeshs.eq.edu.au or in person at the office. 

Enrolments for all years 2023 

In Mathematics, our Year 7 Students this term will calculate and compare best buys, Year 8 will 

collect data samples and determine if bias is having an impact.  

Our Middle School students are studying ways to represent data including tables and graphing.  

In Science, we look forward to celebrating National Science Week in Week 6. Our Year 7        

students are about to begin working hard on their projects for the upcoming Science Fair!  

In Year 8 & 9 BRSHS students are learning about cells and how their function contributes to 

our body systems or ecosystems.  

Our Senior Students continue their studies in their chosen disciplines, keep 

your eyes peeled for information coming about Aquatics/Biology/Marine/

Rec camp! 
 

Ms Kirra Turton 
Head of Maths and Science 

https://brackenridgeshs.eq.edu.au/enrolments


NAIDOC Week at BRSHS 

Term 3 Week 1 

During the first week back at school, our 
school hosted NAIDOC Week. This was an  
opportunity to celebrate and recognise the 
history, culture and achievements of            
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  

NAIDOC Week is an opportunity for all     
Australians to learn about First Nations      
cultures and histories and participate in      
celebrations of the oldest, continuous living 
cultures on earth.  

A week of organised activities was on offer for 
everyone, held across a variety of spaces      
including the Green, the MPSC and Resource 
Centre. Activities such as tree decorating, 
chalk art and a flash mob dance at assembly 
all showcases Aboriginal and Torres Straight 
Islander excellence, and this year’s focus Get 
Up! Stand Up! Show Up! were on display 
throughout the week. 

Staff were asked to wear a bright floral shirt 
on the Friday to celebrate Torres Strait        
Islander People and Culture – this is            
becoming a known event around Australia as 
Floral Friday and it was great for us to join in! 

Staff and students were encouraged to partici-
pate in activities during the week and chat 
with our First Nations Education Facilitators 
(FNEF) staff members and students about 
their role in this important week. 



Parent Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday 20 July  

As we start the new term, it’s a great opportunity for students to reflect on their study habits 
during Semester One and the results their efforts earned them, and to identify where there is 
room for improvement. By reviewing their Semester One Reports, students are able to reflect 
on Semester One results as well as identify areas for improvement and set new learning goals 
for term three.  
This information, along with results and feedback on assessment tasks, will form the founda-
tions of the Parent/Teacher/Student interviews. Interviews are scheduled for Wednesday 20 
July, 2022 between 1.30pm and 7.00pm. Please note the early finish time for students on 
that day. The school day will finish at 1.00pm. Should your child require supervision until 
2.50pm, please notify the school office. 
These interviews are an excellent opportunity for teachers and parents to share information and 
provide feedback that can help improve student performances and results. It is important the 
lines of communication between home and school remain open and positive. When parents and 
teachers work in close partnership, the very best outcomes are achievable for students.      
Teachers may request an interview if they consider they need to speak directly with you on your 
students’ progress / work ethic / social interactions. However, parents can (and are encouraged 
to) initiate interviews. We also encourage your student to attend this interview with you. This 
provides another opportunity for the teacher to discuss how the student may improve on their 
learning or for your student to raise any concerns or ask questions they may have.  
Interviews will be ten minutes (plus a two-minute transition time) and conducted across two 
locations in the school – Resource Centre where Maths and Science teachers will be located, 
and the MPSC where all other staff will be.  If more significant issues need to be discussed, 
please make an appointment/meeting time that is suitable for both you and the teacher.       
Further information about our interview format and the online booking system for appoint-
ments was sent home with the Semester One Reports. Bookings are currently open and will 
close on Tuesday 19 July at 9.00pm. If you do not have internet access, or have difficulty     
making bookings, you may ring the school for assistance. I urge you to make bookings promptly 
as many teachers’ time slots fill quickly. If a teacher becomes fully booked, please indicate using 
the online request for teacher contact to discuss issues. 
We look forward to seeing many parents/carers in attendance at this event which will be the 
second and final interviews for the year. 

Mrs Kylie Price 
Deputy Principal—Junior School 



 

Upcoming Events 

Monday 18 July          Year 8 Music Workshop 

Tuesday 19 July              11/12 VTM Excursion 

Tuesday 19 July      Innovate STEM focus (Yr 7/8) 

Wednesday 20 July            Parent/Teacher Interviews  

Friday 22 July    Athletics Carnival (All Day) 

Monday 25 July             District Ath. nominations due 

Tuesday 26 July                Year 9 Geography Excursion 

Tuesday 26 July          School Council Meeting 3:15pm 

Tuesday 26 July                             P&C Meeting 5:30pm 

Friday 29 July       Year 10-12 Japanese Lone Pine Exc. 

Sunday 31 July          Einbunpin Festival, Sandgate 

Monday 1 August          District Athletics—Wavell SHS 

Monday 1 August   Subject information Evening for 
students in Year 8 moving into Year 9 from 5:30pm 

Monday 1 August   Subject information Evening for 
students in Year 10 moving into Yr 11 from 6:30pm 

Tuesday 2 August                         District Athletics—UQ 

Friday 5 August              Australian Maths Competition 

Friday 5 August       Brain Cancer Obstacle Course           
        (Fundraiser for Charlie Teo Foundation) 



Upcoming Events 



Upcoming Events 



 

Community Notices 


